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Blaſſed are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs is the Kine ne 
„ daun ef Haven. Pc 
ew 


5 N Diſcourſing on theſe Words *twill be, I think, m 
I proper to proceed in this Method; Firit, to enqu pf w 
who are meant by Poor in Spirit; and then to ſhehs bo 
_ Wherein conſiſts their preſent Bleſſedneſs, and what wing 
eee Reuß © © + $-]-h 
And by the Poor in Spirit (among ſeveral Inter pretſwel 
tions that are given of the Phraſe)itſeems to me the mqhit t 
obvious and reaſonable to underſtand ſuch as have tſwiſe 
Fßpirit of the Poor, or a Spirit of Poverty; The Po(leall 
mn Spirit ſeem to be oppos'd to the Poor in Body, or agre 
the outward - Circumſtances. The Bleſſedneſs of t Gre 
Text therefore may not belong to all that are commoſ It b 
I y called Poor; Nayz it is certain it does not; for the Ade 
are ſome that are very poor, and yet very wicked tod con 
and no wicked Man can be Bleſſed, no wicked MJ in t 
mall inherit the Kingdom of Heayen; Nor yet is th Spi 
Bleſſedneſs confin'd only to thoſe that are Poor? Fol . 
as a poor Man may not be of ſuch a Spirit as is ſuitab ma 
to his low Condition, ſo 'tis poſſible that a Rich MJ not 
Leven while he is Rich) may be of that Spirit; and| of 
he be, the Bleſſedneſs of the Text belongs to him Wa: 
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Aleſs than to a poorer Man of the fame Spirit. And | W. 
may truly be ſaid to be poor in Spirit, or to have th] of 

Spirit of Poverty, to which the Text annexes a Bld ott 
--, Jedneſfs, and promiſes a Reward, who, whether he | Lor 
Poor or Rich, or whatever his outward Circumſtand #-# 
are, is of ſuch a Temper or Diſpoſition of Mind, wi| 4 
regard to Riches, and to all other things of this Li- 
Whether good or Evil, as they that be poor, are, or] Pri 
lt becomes thoſe that are poor to be; and who is conf on 
© quently careful to adorn himſelf with all thoſe Grad ap 
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oſt apt to inſtruct Men in, and to incite them to. 
de needful to conſider, what are the proper Vertues of a 


5f whatſoever State he is, High or Low, Rich or Poor, 
is bound to endeavour after ; and that as greatly condu- 


* OY . 4 N 8 2 ; Is "A | | Fa * N 
h are an Ornament to the Poor, and to practiſe all Ws, 
hoſe Vertues, which a low Condition in the World is 


For the farther Explication whereof it will therefore 
poor and low Eſtate, what Vertues do beſt ſuit with, 


lo beſt become a low and mean Condition; and then to 
ew that theſe ſame Vertues are alſo ſuch as every Man 


ing both to his preſent, and to his future Felicity. 

+ | E Then, one Vertuous Diſpoſition of Mind, very 
iter pret well becoming a State of Poverty, is Humility, *ris but 
the mdfit that they who are low in the World ſhould be like- 


what w 


have t]wiſe lowly in their own Minds; of all Perſons, Pride bl 


[he Poſleaſt becomes ſuch; Poor and Proud do by 
agree together; it is not fit that the Poor ſhould affect 
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no means 


Greatnels, or ſtrive to make a ſhew above their Fortune: 


It becomes them above all others, to be eaſie in their 


Addreſs, and courteous and obliging to all whom the) 
converſe with, and in all other reſpects to ſhew forth 


in their Carriage the Lowlineſs and Meekneſs of their 


And yet this Grace or Vettue of Humility, tho it 4 
may be ſaid to be moſt proper to a ſtate of Poverty, is 


ich MJ not peculiar to that State only; for 'tis a Duty requir'd } 
it; and] of all Chriſtians to learn of their Maſter Chriſt, who 
o him i was meek and lowly in Heart; Matt. 10. 29. and thoſe 

And Words of our Lord, Luke 22. 26. are directed tofuch } 
ave th] of his Diſciples as were to be moſt of all advanced above 
s a Bld others in this World. The Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe ® 


er he 
mſtanc 
nd, wi 


his Lit 


re, or 
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ſe Grad 
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Lordſhip over them, — but ye ſhall not be ſo; but be that is grea- 
. % among you, let bim be as the younger, and be that is cbiif, 


as he that doth ſerve. 


And indeed (as the wiſe Son of Syrach obſerves Þ} 
for Man; Eccluf. 10, 18 neither for 
Ir | Not for Men of high Eſtates 
apy more than for Men of low Degtee; For neither s 


Pride bt not made 
one Man nor for another; 
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bhe matter wherein one Man may differ from another, in | Rev 

tits elf, very conſiderable; nor if it were, wou'd be a juſt | Paſſi 

| reaſon of Pride; becauſe, whatever it is, it was the un- hap 
merited gift of God, who maketh poor, and maketh rich, | An 


2% bringeth low, and lifteth up; 1 Sam. 2. 7. and can, and || ditio 
does out of the ſame lump of Clay, make one Veſſel. unto Honour, | cont, 
: and another unto Diſhonour, Rom. 9. 21. And 'tis well ar- of an 
gu'd by the Apoſtle 1 Cor. 4. 7 Who.maketh thee to differ | Aml 
Pom anot her; and what haſt thou that thou didſt not receive? | him 
| Now if thou didſt recejve it, why doſt thou glory, as if thou |. he de 
hadſt not receiv'd it? Sp „ ; thine 
Humility therefore, tho? it may perhaps beſt learnt | there 
in a low Eſtate, is manifeſtly the Duty alſo of the Rich. Or, 
And bleſſed are they, whether they be poor or Rich, | plent 
who have this Spirit of the Poor; that is, who have an | there 
humble Opinion of themſelves, and of all things be- .| him, 
longing to them, who are little in their own Eſteem; | this q 
neither attributing to themſelves any Excellenciesor | A; 
Per fections which they have not, nor. over-yaluing ſent, 
thoſe they have, nor aſcribing to themſelves the Glory | of He; 
thereof, 1 85 Fe e 
Tobey are Bleſſed above others, as being by this ex- tle, b 
eellent temper of Mind, and the lovely Fruits and Ef- | nal B 
fects of it in the ontward Carriage, rendred aimable | þjmſe/ 
and grateful to all that know them; for there is nothing | Ar 
that fo ade rns and ſets off a Man, nothing that ſo qua- | ed an 
li fies him for, and entitles him to Reſpect and Honour, | the d 
as true Humility; hence the Apoſtle calls it, the Ornu- and I 
ment fa meek and quiet Spirit, Which as it is of great price | our c 
in the Sight of 1 Pet. iii. 4. God, ſo it is in the ſight of there 
Men too ; for Men naturally reverence thoſe who have | more 
mean thoughts of themſelves ; and on ſuch as do not Ble hi; 
hunt after Honour, they are molt ready and willing | dom of 
to beſtow Honour. 1 2 


| They ate allo bleſſed above others, becauſe they are [cefſary 
; moreateaſe and Quiet in their own Minds; For being [tience 
pf an humble Spirit, and thinkingbut meanly of them- | Th 
ſelvcs, they are free from Ambition, Envy, Anger, gd Evil u 
Ks - — ae eee 8 d e 


em- 
2nd 


Re- 


Paſſions, which render the Proud very uncafie and un- 
happy in the greateſt Affluence of worldly good things. 


An humble minded Man, whatever his outward Con- 9 
dition and Circumſtances in the World are, is calm, 


contented and thankful, and envies not the Condition 


of any that are placed above him; he reas the Proud and 
Ambitious Man, ( as if the World were made for 
him alone) never thinks he has enough, or ſo much as 
he deſerves; and whatever Portion of worldly good 
things he has, can take no Comfort or Satisfaction 


therein, for the want of thoſe things which he has nor. 


. Or, if (as Haman had) Eſther . 1 3. he has all the 
plenty of good things that his Heart can defire, yet if 


there be but one Mardecai that will not bow the Knee to 
him, and do him that Reverence which he expects, 


this alone is ſufficient to diſcontent and diſquiet him. 


And as the humble in mind are moſt bleſſed at pre- 
ſent, ſo will they be alſo for ever; Thetrs is rhe Kingdem 
of Heaven; that is, ſuch and ſuch only as have the Spirit of 
Poverty, this Humility of Mind, have a Right a nd Ti- 


| tle, by vertue of God's gracicus Promiſe, to the Eter- 
nal Bleſſedneſs of the other World. H that bumbletb 


himſelf ſhall be exalted, Matth. xxiii. 12, 
And as the Happineſs of Heaven is peculiariy annex- 


ed and promigd to this Grace of Humility, fo are ælſo 


the degrees of that happineſs, to the ſeveral Meaſures 
and Degrees of this Grace; The lowlier we are here in 
our own thought and opinion, the higher ſhal} we be 


there in God's favour, and our Crown will be fo much the 


more. Glorious, For, Whofoever ſays our Lord, ſhall Ium- 
ble himſelf at a little C5ild, the (ame is greateſt in the King- 


| dom of Heaven, Matth xviii. 4. 


Il. Another virtuous Diſpofition of Mind very ne- 


ceſſary to.thoſe who are in a poor and low Eſtate, is Pa- 


tience, 


The Poor have need of Patience, becauſe this is one 
Evil uſually attending Poverty, and a greater Evil is 
| 4 3 -: han. 5 
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Revenge, and all ſuch like boiſterous and turbulent 
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an Poverty it ſelf, that it expoſes Men to Scorn and 
Contempt, makes them ſubſect ro Indignities and Af. 
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tronts, renders them liable to Abuſes and Injuries, which 


they, by reaſon of the Scantineſs of their Fortune and fereq { 


Want of Friends, are by no means able to fence off or 
avoid; and for what can't be avoided there's no Reme- 
F dy but Patience. The Poor therefore having ſuch need 
ot Patience, tis very requiſite that they ſhould be endu- 
ed with it; and the frequent Occaſions that they have 
to exerciſe it, will naturally put them upon the endea- 


* Me, learn it. B | 
But Patience is a Vertue which every Man alſo has 


ble, as the Sparks fly upward. Job v. 7. There is indeed no 
; State or Condition of Life free from Trouble, and it is 
Impoſſible that while we live in a miſerable and naugh- 
ty World we ſhould meet with nothing in it to vex us. 
He that is above Contempt is the Object of Envy; and 
| he that is not affronted to his Face may be ſlander'd be- 
' +Hind his Back; and he that is too great to be cruſh'd or 
tdttrampled upon by others, may yet ſuffer as great Miſ- 
chief by ſecret Treachery; and he that is powerful 
enough to reſiſt Violence, may not be wary enough to 
+: ayoida re. „„ . 
Beſides; There are ſome Evils, and thoſe indeed the 
greateſt of Humane Life, which no Quality or Wealth 
does exempt Men from. For the Rich Man as well as 
the Poor may have unkind Relations, undutiful Chil- 
_ dren, falſe Friends, or unfaithful Servants z The Rich 
as well as the Poor may be diſappointed in his Deſigns, 
may be robb'd and ſpoil'd of what he has, may have a 
Body very ſickly and infirm, and may ſuffer the ſharp- 
_ eſt Pains: And all theſe, and many more ſuch like E 
vils, which no Man is by any Wealth or Dignity ex 
empted from, are Trials of our Patience, as well as 
thoſe which arc more peculiar incident to Pover 
® Al Ty. ZN | 2933 | | 


great need of, and will have frequent Occaſions for, 
i the Rich as well as the Poor. For Man is born into trou- | 
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And 


And Bleſſed are they, whether Rich or Poor,” wn 
have this Spirit of Poverty; for they arc plainly md 
Bleſſed than others in their Afflictions, becauſe they af 
more eaſie under them; they are nor galld and diſqui 


ſeted ſo much by the Evils that befal them as fretful and 


impatient Men are. They, tho' they are under the ve- 


ry ſame Affliction with others, yet being calm and qui- 
et in their own Minds, being void of thoſe turbulent 


Paſſions which other Men in the like Calamity are IJ 
ſubject to, ſuffer but half che Evil that other Men ſuf- 


fer. 1 2 


And then this their Patience under their Sufferings 
conduces no leſs to their future Felicity; For the Evils 


and Calamities of this preſent Lifearedeſign'd by GO D 
as Trials of Men's Vertuc, in which, if they acquit 
themſelves well, they are thereby entitled tothe Reward 


of Vertue ; that is, to the Happineſs of Heaven; and 


theſe light Aſlictions which are but for a Moment, Will work 
for them a far more exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory, 1. 
CCC 


III. Another Vertuous Diſpoſition of Mind very re- 


gone in the Poor, is Content ment with their preſent 


ondition, a quiet Reſignation of themſelves to GOD 


the Poor do want many of thoſe Conveniences of Life 
which the Rich have; and therefore if they ſhould fret 
and vex themſelves for every thing that they could wiſh 


to have, but have not, they would be able to enjoy no 


Comfort in their Lives; If they ſhould murmur_and 
complain againſt Providence, and take it ill at GO D's 


Hands that he gives them not every thing that they 


could defire, their whole Life would be Murmuring 
and Complaint. The only Way therefore for ſuch 
as are in a low Condition to be tolerably happy, 1s by 


ly believing that GOD orders all things for the beſt. . 


But 


Will, a Liking well thoſe Circumſtances which it has 
pleasd the Divine Providence to place them in. For - 


x % | 
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bringing their Mind to their Condition, by perſuading 
themſelves to be ſatisfed with Neceſſaries, and by firm- 
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But as neceſſary as Contentment and Ref Faden are to 58 poor, they their ow 


; are no leſs the neceſſary Duties of the moſt Wealthy ; Tisevery Man's Dus 
5 0 ty. in whatſoever. State he is therewith to be content, and in all things 
mat befall him to ſnbmit himſelf entirely to GO D* 8 will and Plea- 


ſure 


Nay more ̃ fo far as we can judge from hi belt Obſervation that we 
can make, Contentment and Satisfaction of Mind is as neceſſary to be 
Preach'd to and prefled upon, and is as rarely practis d by the Rich, as 
the Poor; For tho their real Wants are not many, perhaps not any at 
all, yet their fagcy'd and imaginary Wants are commonly more and great- 
er than Poor Mens are; and therefore if they ſet their Hearts upon every 
tking that they fancy, and are uneaſie in the Want of every thing that 
they can think of to deſire, (which they often are) they will be as un; 
happy in their Abundance as the Poor Man is in his Scarciry ; Nay indeed 
they will be more unhappy, notwithſtanding all their Plenty, than the 


Poor Man is in his Want, even of many of thereal Conveniences and Com- 
forts of Life, incaſe they are not ſo well contented and atisfied with their, 


pretent Condition as the poor Man is. e 
Bur bleſſed are they who, whatever. their Condition 8 Circumſtances 


in the World are; are enducd with this Spirit of Poverty, that is, are ea« 


fie, and pleas'd and contented in their preſent State; who deſire no more 


than enough ; who meekly refign up themſelves to G OD to be difpoſed | 
oßf as he pleaſes, and believe that to be beſt which he orders. 


They who, | 


Poor do 
wer? V 
GOD. 
and if ti 
becauſe 
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in GO! 

Bur « 
neverth 


Noi 


are of this Temper are happy! in all Conditions, and they who have not thigh 25 the 


Spirit of Poverty c't be happy in any. For the Happineſs of à Man's 
Lif: confifts wot in the Abundance of the things that he poſſeſſes, Luke 12, 
15. but inthe. Taſte and Reliſh that he has of them, the Satisfaction 
which he reccives from them. _ He therefore who is contented, whatever: 


his Condition be, is as happy asthis World can make him, and much 1 : 
pier than all the World can make a Man to be who is of a diſconrenred Spi- 


kit. (2 
And as this Spirit of Proerty.conduces thus to aur .prefekt Happel ſo 


it does no leſs to our future Felicity. They who are pleaſed with rhe Lor 
which G:O D orders for them have a kind of Heaven upon Earth, bur. 


their true Heaven is reſerv'd for another Life; when all their Wiſhes ſhz Il 


be accompliſh'd, and all their Defires Laifilled; when they ſhall be fully 
Carisfied with what they have, becauſe they chall have all that c can. be de- 


fir'd ; for they ſhall enjoy him who is the Fonntain of all Good, in whoſe 


Preſence there tis fulug ſr of Joy, aud at whoſe Right Hand there are Plea- ; 


ſures for e vermore. FA ii.. 
IV. Another Vertuous Diſpoſition of Mind well, een . 25 are 


of poor and low Eſtate in the World, is Truſt and Habe in GO D. They 


that have Riches are yes y apt to put Confidence in their Wealth; and they 
that have many and powerful Friends (as the Rich uſually have ) are apt 


t rely much upon them, and to expect great Help and Succour from them; 


and they that are very, high e in the Wan apt to imagine that 
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their own Greatneſs will Tecure them from all Miſchief. But what can th 

Poor do, who have neither Money, nor Friends, nor Authority, nor Po- 
wer? What have they to truſt to or rely upon? Why truly nothing bnt 
G O b. In him they may hope, and from him they may expect Help z 


and if they have ĩt not from him, they can look for it from none elſe. And 
becauſe they have nothing elſe to truſt to, they are commonly in a readier 


Diſpoſition of Mind than others are, to place their Hope and Confidence 


But this likewiſe, tho it be a Vertue that is beſt taught by Poverty, is 
nevertheleſs a Duty incumbent upon all; and accordingly the Apoſtle com- 
mands Timothy, to charge even them that are Rich in this World, that” 
they be not high minded, and that they do not truſt in uncertain Riches, 
but in theliving GOD. 1 Tim. 5. 17. | „ 

And Bleſſed are they, whe: her chey be Poor 


or Rich, that have this Spi- 
rit of the Poor. 3 | . 


hey are Bleſſed now beeauſe what they truſt to will not fail them, as 


all other things that Men are apt to put Confidence in may, and often- 
times do; They know on whom they have believed, and have experienc'd 
his Goodueſs, and are certain that he can't be worſe than his Promiſe. 
Bleſſed are al they that put their Truſt in him, ſays the Hſalmiſt, for none 
of them that truſt in him ſha? be deſolate, Pal. it 12. ——xxxiv. 
3 Nor is the Bleſſedneſs of ſuch confin'd to this Life only ; but theirs alſo 
is the Kingdom of Heaven. For GOD never fails them that put their 
Truſt in him; and this is what all good Men do truſt him for, not onlx 
that he will take Care of, and provide for them in this Eife, but that he 
will alſo beſtow upon them a better Life. They believe that all his Pro- 
miſes will be made good, and having this Hope, they endeavour to puriſe 
themſelves even as he is pure- 1 Joh. iii, 3. And this Faith, ſo infu- 
encinp their Practice will be counted to them (as it was to Abraham) for 
Righteouſneſs; and they (as he was ) ſhall be called the Friends of GOD 
and after this Life is over ſhall be admitted 7o ſit down with Abraham, and 
Jaac, and Facob in the Kingdom of Heaven, e 

V. Other Vertues taught by a State of Poverty (which I mention toge- 
ther, as being nearly related, and grounded on the ſame Reaſons ) are In- 
duſtry, Temperance and Frugality. . „ 

They that want for nothing may think it needleſs to labour; and they 
that have more than enough are very apt to uſe too much; and they that. 
know no end of their Wealth may be tempted to be careleſs and 
laviſh in their Expences ; Bur the Poor Man muſt labour; becauſe 
he cannot live without Labour; he mutt be werperare, becauſe he 


can't afford himſelf more of any thing than is neceſſary, and he mult be "i 


frugal and faving, ecauſe otherwiſe the Fruit of his Labour will not be 
ſufficient to anſwer all his neceſſary Occalions, Theſe therefore bi ing Ver- 
taes which the Poor are in.a mauner forc'd to by Necelliry, may well be 
called the Vertges of Poverty ; and they conſequently may well he ah do 
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'F havethe Spirit 71 Poverty, who, not being wot the ſame eNeceſiry, do 
| actice the fame Vertues by Choice. © 

And indeed theſe are all ſuch Vertues as the Rich no lef than the Poor 

are bound in Duty to practiee, altho they are not fo much forc 4 to it by 
Neceſſity. 

For, firſt as to Induſtry, Even he that has enough already for all his ne- 

ceſſary Occaſions, is not however allow d by GOD to ſpend his time, or 
any great Portions of it in Idleneſs, but is bound to employ himſelf in ſome 
- Buſineſs that may render him uſeful to the World. . 

And then as to Temperance, He that has more than he has need to o uſe, 
s not for that Reaſon permitted to live in Luxury and Excels, or to bein- 
temperate in the uſe of any Worldly Good 


theleſs oblig d to be Frugal and Husbandly, and not to laviſh or ſquander 
away what he has, becauſe what he has is not his own, but is only a Ta- 
lent committed to his Truſt by his great Maſter, of which he muſt one Day 
1 an Account; And if that Servant in the Goſpel was condemned only 
r hoarding up his Talent, for not uſing it as he ought to have done; 
much rather would he have received the ſame or greater Condemnation 
i he had fool d and ter d it away. Matt. xxv. 30, Luke xix. 
20. 


tho they are ſuch Vertues as Poverty does moſt naturally teach, are ne- 


oblig d to be thus Poor in Spirit. 
And there is both a preſent Bleſſedneſs and a Fart ure Reward 8 to 


| they . 

For 1ſt. As to ey Whethera Man be Rich or Poor, it is fo? his 
Eaſe and Delight to have ſomething to do, to have ſome Buſineſs to 
28 away his Time; meer Idleneſs being more tedious even chan hard 

fi Labour. 4 EY 
And then as to Te emperauce, Id is likewiſe no leſs for a Man's own FAC 


vantage, whether he be Rich or Poor, to be Temperate in all things; For 


by this means his Body is kept in Health and Vigor, and his Soul is beſt able 
co exerciſe its intellectual Faculties; By this means he eſcapes many ſore 
5 Pains and Diſeaſes which are the natural Fruits 0 Luxury and Intem- 
perance, and which cut mort the Lives of a rat many in the midſt of 
their Days. 

And laſtly, The Rich no leſs than the Poor will find their preſent Ad- 
y vantage in a frugaland wiſe Management of what they have ; for extreme 
Poverty is not oftner the effect of Idleneſs, than it is of ill Husbandry and 


Prodigality, and it rarely fails but that he who can't learn the Vertue 


of Frugality, while he is in a wealthy and proſperous Condition, is forc'd 


to learn it afterwards by thoſe Straits and Neceſſities which his Careleſneſs 


1 Profuſcneſs do in a hort time reduce him to. | 
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And laftly, as to Fragality ; Even he that has the el of all is never- 


So that, we Ge theſe e Induſtry, 3 and Frugality, 


vertheleſs the Duties of all ; and that the Ry as well as the Poor, are 


all thoſe who nt, auf Practiſe theſe Vertues, of v hatſoever Condition | 
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And as theſe Vertues of Poverty do thus conduce to our preſent Happi- 
ls, ſo do they likewiſe to our fucure Advantage. For, 

Firſt, The Induſtrious and Laborigus Man, who ſuffers no Time to paſs 
dle, who has always ſome. honeſt Buſineſs ro employ himſelf in, does by | 
har eſcape a great many Temptations which he would not find it fo eaſie 1 
o reſiſt, as it is to avoid. And indeed conſidering the weakneſs of our Na 
ure, and how prone we are to Sin, the beſt ſecurity that any of us have 
hat we ſhall not fall into a Sin, is by avoiding, as much as is poſſible, all 
einpta fee; 8 L | 

The Practiſe of Temperance likewiſe is an excellent Preparation for a fu- 
ure Lite, For he who has accuſtomed himſelf to uſe no more ofthoſe Pro- 
iſions which GOD defign'd for the Suſtenance of our Bodies in this frail 
and periſhing State than is needful for that purpoſe, he who has not allow- 
ed himſelf to eat or drink for Pleaſure, but only for his neceſſary Suſte- 
nance; He who while he was in this Body did not uſe to gratifie his Palate 
and his Senſes ;* when he ſhall come to have a purih'd and ſpiritual Body 
(ſuch as we ſhall have at the Reſurrection) a Body that will ſuffer no de- 
cay,and conſequently will need no Suſtengnce or Recruit ; will then bave no 
Longing or Hankering after Meats or Drinks or Corporea) Pleaſures, but 
will delight to live as do the Angels, becauſe he had us'd himfelf to live ſa 
here as much as poſſibly he could; and had rather, if he could have done 
it, bave liv'd without thoſe ſordid Pleaſures wherein Senſual Men place theiT 
only Felicity. 5 W 85 „ A 3 2 

And laſtly, Frugality likewiſe, or a wiſe and prudent and Management of _ 1 
thoſe worldly good things which we have, tho it may ſeem a Vertue thae 
is profitable only for this Life, is yet in Truth a Vertue that does no leſs * 
conduce to our future Happineſs. For we are hot ( as was ſaid before) 
the Proprietors of thoſe things which we poſſeſs, but only Stewards; and 
we are then faithful in our Stewardſhip, when we do not laviſh away, but 
husband well what is committed to our Truſt; when we do not ſpend it ĩdy, 
but improve it to our Maſter's Honour, or lay it out in ſueh ways as he has oo 
directed. Who, fays our Saviour, 7s that faithful and wiſe Steward whom 
his Lord ſhall make Ruler over his Honſpold, to give them their Portion 7 he 47 
Meat in due ſeaſon ? Bleſſed is that Servant whom his Lord when he cometh 264 
Hall find ſo doing. Luke Xii. 42. 43, I Eo OO 

VI. Another Vertuous Diſpofition of Mind very requiſite to the Poor, 

and which a mean and low Condition in the World is very apt to work Men 
to, is the Contempt of the World; an indifference of Mind towards it, and 
a Willingneſs to part with it. They that live in Eaſe and Plenty, and meet 
with no Croſſes or Diſappointments, can hardly forbear ſaying with the 4» } 
poſiles, It is good for us to be here. And there is no Thought more me- | 
lancholy and unpleaſant to them, than to conſider that it will not belong 
before they mult be fore'd to leave that Condition of Life with which they. 
are ſo much pleas'd. O Death, ſays the wiſe Son of Syrach, how bitter is 


to 


\ 


3 ſaid to have the Spirit of 1 705 Rr, x : this 


they get enough for neceſſary Uſes, much leſs can they make Proviſton fe 
_ Pleaſure and Delight. What is there then in this Condition of Life tha 


£ needs make him ſtill more indifferent, or rather i it muſt needs mike him more 
deſirous to ſtay there as little a while as is poffible, and to make all the haſte 
he can home, where he hopes he ſhall find things much more to his liking, 
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. zo the Man that bath nothing to vex him, and that hath Proſurity i in aifferent 


things? Eccluſ. xli, I. | tre our C 

But there is plainly no Reaſon that the Fout ſhould be thus fond of th 
World, or ſo loth to go out of it. For what is all their Life here but La 
bour and Sorrow? They toil and take Pains, they riſe early and worſſces ver 
late, and, after all, can but juſt make a hard Shift to live ; Their Fardſhere is 
aſter all, is but fender, their Aceommodations but mean; ſcarcely ca 


can reaſonably make Men very deſirous to continue 988 in it, or unvillin Je fewer 


to exchange it for the better? dintme 


Who is there that delights to be at an low even tho? he has the be 
Accommodations that the Houſe affords ? But if hisLodging be cold or un 
eafie, and his Diet coarſe ; and either there are no Conveniencies to be 
had in the Houſe, or he has not wherewithal to purchaſe them ; this mufl 
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muſt. 
Such a Temper of Mind, with Regard to this World, being thereforq ken a 


what a State of Poverty is apt to bring Men to; whoever is of the fame Ten greate 


per and Diſpoſition of Mind, of whatſoever Condition he be, my; well bear it! 


And indeed, whatſoever. Condition we are of, it is s highly reaſonable thatÞrves ; 


ve ſhould be 'of this Spirit; for in truth we are all but Strangers and Pilone; 
grims here; we came from a better Place, amd we hope we {ball go thithe mo 
{ ther again; and tho' while we abide here, ſome of us perhaps may be bet- 
ter accommodated than others are, yer ſtill we are bur as in an Inn, where 
the gr eateſt Conveniencies are more than over-balanc'd by the Inconveni-¶ abov 
egncies; and when we ſhall be come home to our Father's Houſe, it will be bes „ 
much better with us all than it can be here. Why then ſhould we be de- Eëts n 
fſtirous to ſtay here? why ſhould we be fond of Life? wy 


He t 
Ot his 


„if we are ina ffectec 


| proſperous Condition, ſhould we {er our Hearts upop, or place our Hap- low, 
| pineſs in a ſhortliv'd Pleaſure? Or why, if we are afflicted, ſhould we be Þwn « 
much vcxd and diſquieted by the Unt᷑aſineſs of a Moment; It will be bet- Ie wil 


ter for us all, if ir be not thro' our own Fault, (it will be better I ſay) Pirit. 


even with thoſe of us whoarethe moſt proſperous, hen we ſhall leave this Froub 


World, than it can be while we continue in it. Why then ſhould we ſer pe. 
our Affections upon any thing here? Why rather do we not let] But 


our Heart be there where our true Treaſure is, and endeavour to fit as looſe Lom: 


as we can from this World, which we muſt ſo ſoon go out of? And to this It ou 


pur poſe we are exhorted by the Apoſtle (and his Exhortation is general, re- Poſe t 


ſpecting all Perſons alike, the Rich no leſs than the Poor ) This 1 ſay, ROD 
Brethren, the Time 1s ſhort ; ut remaineth that both they that have Wives fith 
38 ab though they had none, and they that weep as though they wept not, and | An 


_ they that re ſoyce as though thay rejoycen- not, and they that buy as though hay | 


hey p ele 2a not, and they that uſe this por l as not abuſing it: for the rom 
Faſhion of Fats World payers away. 1 Cor, vii, 29. Oe. Such an 
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And this Vertue alſo, no leſs than the others before mentioned, con- 
ces very much both to our preſent, and to our future Bleſſedneſs, Firſt, 
ere is a preſent Blefledneſs belonging to thoſe who are of this Temper. 


r he that has no great Opinion of the World, or of any thing in ir, can't 


very eager in his Deſire after it; for why ſkould he very carneſtly de- 
e what he does not believe would make him much happier? And 
e fewer things we deſire, the eaſier we are, and the leſs liable to Diſap- 


bintment. 


And indeed this is che great Unhappineſß of all thoſe, that place their 


ffections upon this World, that they will certainly fail of their ExpeQati« 


- for either they will not be able to attain to that Conditton of Life, 


pe deferred maketh the Heart ſick, as the Wiſe Man ſays, Prov. xiii. 12, 
muſt needs be a great Vexation toa Man to miſs of a thing after be has 
ken a great deal of Pains for it; Or if he ſhould obtain it, it will be yet 

greater Vexation to find that it is not ſuch a thing as he took it for, but 


at it has rather more Evil in it than Good. And ſuch are all the things 


this World; all is Vanity and Vexation of Spirit, as Solomon truly ob- 
rves: Eccleſ. i. 14. They promiſe much Satisfaction, but they yield 


roubles which in a troubleſome World it is impoſſible we ſhould el 


om this World is in Reverfion ; Theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. If we 


t our Afections on things above and not on things of the Earth, and ſeek 
ole things which are above, where Chriſt ſetteth at the Right Hand of 


OD, then when Chriſt who is our Life ſhall appear, we alſo ſœall appear 
ith him in Glory, as the Apoſtle ſays, Coloſ iii, 1. 2. | | 


And to confirm and eſtabliſh our Faith in the Truth of this Promiſe it 
ay be further conſider'd, that ſuch 25 theſe have à Title, not only by 


romiſe, but likewiſe in Equity to the Happineſs that is cre promiſed, 


nich they promis d themſelves ſo much Happineſs in, or elſe they will not 5 
eet with that great Satisfaction therein which they expected from it. And 
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one; and commonly they that have the moſt ofthis World have likewiſe 
xe moſt Trouble, 7 - VVV 
He therefore is plainly the happieſt Man who is Poor in Spirit, who ſets 
ot his Mind upon Vanity, upon things that will nor fatisfie; ſuch an one 
above the Reach of Fortune, and will be litrieconcern'd how the World 
des; becauſe go it as it will, he has little Intereſt in it; much he ex- 
&s not to gain, and much he can't loſe ; And being thus moderate 
ected towards this World, and knowing that Happineſs can't be had here 
low, as he will not be much lifted up, ſo neither can he be much caſt 
dun orover-whelm'd with Grief, at any thing that happens to him here; 
will bear all Changes of Fortune with an even Mind and a contented 
irit. And this indeed is a great Felicity, to be able to bear well thoſe / 


gut the greateſt Bleſſedneſs of ſuch as have their AﬀeQions thus wean d 
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rm an ww: IF — Wan At. a 


* F wi ” 


their 
d Dif 
ad V 
4 Si 
«pM 
e Boo 
And 
ſuch 
o, al 
ad ne 
The. 
more 
ore p 
re of 
that 
eaſur 
o fo 


ity, a ſort of Equity in, that every Man ſhould have his Porti 
ef good things as well as of evil things, ſome time or other, here or he 
after, in this World or in the next. And this ſeems to be the Ground 
that Anſwer which in the Parable of the Rich Man and Laxarus, dbrahi 
makes to the Rich Man in Hell, when he deſir'd ſome Abatement of 
Torment. Sox, ſays Abraham, remember that thou in thy life time 


et and thou art tormence, Luke xvi. 237. 

Foraſmuch therefor as they, whether they be Rich or Pe: are ene 
ed with this Spirgz*of the Poor (having a Mind wean'd from this Wor 
and all the Enjoyments of Senſe) do not value much theſe worldly go 
things, nor place their Happineſs therein; it ſeems congruous and agre 
able, that they ſhould have ſome other Happineſs, which is more ſui 
and adequate to their Deſires, or elſe they would be in a worſe Conditi 
and more unhappy than other Men, And ſuch a Happineſs there is pi 
vided for them, a Happineſs pure and unmix d, a Joy yielding full Sat 
faction, as great as we can deſire, and fer * thin ve can now cc 1. 
""vieve; theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven, \ F doin 

vil. Laſtly, Another Vertuous Diſpoſition of Mind Sick poverty, light 
4 or 2 low Condition in the World is naturally apr to work! in Men, 3 
a pitifal and compaſſionate Temper. The 


The Poor are liable to more Pains and Suff<rings i inthe World than othi 1 
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thing to drink, are cold and have not Raiment enough to keep themſel 
warm, are pinch'd with the Weather, and have no Houſe to ſhelter the 
- ſelves in ; theſe and the like Evils they have often been forc'd to ſuffer, a 
hey know by Experience how hard it is to be without the Accommod 
ons of Life; having therefore been in this diſcoſolate condition themſel 
+ Tho are naturally apt to have Compaſſion upon others when they ſee thi 
in the like Condition, ſo that Compaſſion upon others in Diſtreſs 


is molt apt to teach; and conſequently, whoever is of a CON 
| Temper may be ſaid to have the Spirit of the Poor. 

But tho this be a Vertue beſt taught by poverty, it is what Men in 
Conditions, the Rich as well as the Poor, are bound to learn and p 
Qiſe, For it is the Duty of all Men, as being all Members of the ſame F 
dy, to have a fellowfecling of the Sufferings of avy other Part or Mem 
or the Body. Whether ſays the Apoſtle, one Member ſuffer, all the M 
bers ſuffer with it; or one Member be honoured, all the Membtrs rejd 
with it, Now ye are the Body of Chriſt, and Members in particular, 
Cor. xii. 26, But tho' all arealike oblig'd to have pity on others in 
© Nreſs, all cannot make rhe like Expreſſions of their Pity, For they t 
are Poor themſelves can only commiſerate the Wants of other Poor, 
it is not in rheir Power to relieve them; they can only weep with thoſe r 
r. bur they cant eaſe them of their rer J whereas the Rich ha x of 
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ms ts bl cheir Power to do well, as well as to wiſh w 


: ell to ſuch as are in Wane © 
bis Portifdd Diſtreſs; it is their part therefore not only to give good Words and 


re or held Wiſhes, but more Subſtantial Comfort; not only to ſay to a Brother 
Ground © Sifter that is naked and deftitutè of aaily Food, Depart in Peace; be ö 
Arup var med and filed, but to give them thoſe things which are needful far, 
Sr VS TR ER LITRE | 
© time And Bleſſed are they who have this Spirit of the Poor; that is, whoare : 
ir comfo ſuch a pitiful, and compaſſionate Temper, as Poverty is apt to teach; | 

Ke. o, altho' in Proſperity themſelves, are yet as ready to relieve the wants | 

he ont d neceſſities of others, as Men in the like AMidtions and Adverſities 7 
his Wor ould be, it they were able. „„ 1 „ 2.0 ID „ | | 4 | 
idly go They are Bleſſed even ar preſent, for as our Saviour was uſed to ſay, Ii 
3 agre more bleſſed to give than to receive; Acts Xx. 35. there is certainly 4 
nore fuiſhore pleaſure in doing kindneſſes than in receiving them; for the Plea» | 
Citi re of receiving a Kindneſs is a ſenſual Pleaſure, conſiſting in the eaſing 


ere is pi 
full Sat 
u now CC 


eaſures are) of ſhort Continuance; for a Man may be little the better 
off for a kindneſs that was done him ſome while ago,; but the Pleaſure. 


Poverty 


light, not only at the time when we do the Kindneſs, but whenever af- 
in Men, 


r ve reflect upon what we have done. 


| . othürth the ſame, as they have Ability and Opportunity, in acts of Mercy 
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en in this Life render to them an hundred fold in Temporal Bleſſings, 


ſalmiſt, that conſidereth the Poor, the Lord will deliver him in time of 


themſel Noble. Pf. xli. 1, 2, 3» The Lord will preſerve him and keep him a- 


iey ſee thi e, and he ſhall be Bleſſed npon the Earth; and thos wilt not deliver him 


Jiſtreſs 
iich Povei 


mpaſſion hat which he hath given will he pay him again. Prov. xix. 17. 


it Men in l But the chief Bleſſedneſs of theſe Poor in Spirit is alſo in Reverſion; 
rn and p 
he fame F 
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2 1 m ſhall be gathered all Nat ions. and he ſhall ſer the Sheep on his Right = 
Weaken .d, and the Goats on his Left; and ſpall ſay unto them on his Right 
ie nd, Come ye bleſſed F my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for 


or they t 
er Poor, 


ith thoſe tif 
Rich ha 
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F doing good is chiefly a pleaſure of the Mind, procuring great Joy and 7 ; 


They that are of this pitiful and compaſſionate Temper, and ſhew * 1 


d Charity, are alſo Bleſſed at preſent, becauſe they are entitled to the 
leſſing of God upon all that they take in Hand, who does commonly 


r the kindneſsſ hich they ſhew to others in Diſtreſs, Bleſſed is he, ſays the 


to the Will of his Enemies. The Lord will ſtrengthen him upon the Bed ©" 
Languiſhing, thou wilt alſo make all his Bed in his Sickneſs. And, he, 
ys Solomon, that hath pity upon the Poor, lenaeth unto the Lord, and 


lefſed are they who have the Spirit of Poverty, for dheirs 15 the Kingdom © 
Heaven; There are none ſo ſure to receive Mercy from God at the 
eat Day, as they who in this Life ſhew mercy to others in Diſtreſs, 
hen the Son of Man ſhall come in his Glory——ſays our Saviour, before 


from the Foundation of the World, for I was an hungred and ye gave © 
Meat; I was thirſly and ye gave me Drink, I was a "ſtranger and ye ] 
ok me in; Nakedand yecloathed me; I was Sick and ye viſited me,; 

vin Pri ſon and ye came unto me—Foraſmuch as ye have done things #0 
e of the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye have done them unto me, Matt. 
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that Pain which the Man was before in, and it is (as all other ſenſual 
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. * # — By - of ERS of 7 proceedings at che breit AS of een 15 
11 yy 75 mood ſeem as if nothing would be then enquir d into; but only whethe 
{ 4 ve have had this Spirit of Poverty ; that is, whether we have been piti 
3 4 ful and compaſſionate to the Poor and Needy, and others in Diſtreſs, ane 
Have been free and liberal i in their Bounty towards them. But tho? thi: 
be not fo (for we are told in other Places, that God will then bring ever) 
© work i into Judgment ) yet I think it may be fairly argu d from hence, tha 
at the great Day ot reckoning ſpecial regard will be had to the Diſcharge i 
olf this Duty; that tho? this alone will not be ſufficienr to entitle us to the 
Reward of Heaven, the want of it alone will be * ſufficient. to forfeit our 
Title to it; according to that of St. James, He ſhall have Fadgment 
wit hour Mercy who have ſhewed na Mercy; Jam. ii. 13. and that tho? this 
alone will not qualifie us for tlie . of peck it is one of the 
IN $4 : - molt neceſſary Qualifications for int, ' $ 
I ſhall only add, for the Cons of all; chat altho* ths Virtues and. 
"nods before mention'd (and if there be any other of the like kind, 
which becauſe moſt readily learn d, or moſt eaſily practis di in a low con- 
. - Sin, may be called Vertues of Poverty k are, as has been ſhewn before, 
- alike neceſſary to Men of all conditions, in ol to the rendring their 
Lives here caſie, and to qualifie them folithe Kingdom of Heaven; yet 
when they were found in Perſons of Nobler Birth, of Higher: Quality, and 
of more plentiful Eſtates, they ſhine with greater Luſtre, and fo become 
more exemplary to the reſt of the World; For which reaſon, and eſpeci- 
ally becauſe they are commonly with more difficulty learn d and exercis d 
74 ſuch Perfons than by Men of mearer Rank, as they are in them more 
excellent and Praiſc-wogthy than in others, ſo, it may well be thought, 
they will alſo be rewarded with higher Degrees of Glory. 4 
Thus, Bleſſed are the Poor in Spirit, or they 0 have a e Spit of L 
© Poverty, for chert is ebe Kingdom * 3 | 8 : 


© Which Bleſeieſs that we may all , Gal of 10 infaite A ; 
Ef, for the ſake of our Lord Felus Chriſt, to who with the Fa- 
ther and the mn er be all n and Oy dow and for: ever; 5 
3 . 
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